Excellence "Eurogentest," but separately funded by the European Union "Capacity Building for the Transfer of Genetic Knowledge into Practice and Prevention (CAPABILITY)" and its follow-up initiative, GenTEE (Genetic Testing in Emerging Economies), supported by the European Commission's Research Centre "Institute for Health and Consumer Protection" (IHCP). Project participants included leading experts from Argentina, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Oman, the Philippines and South Africa, with the major focus on mapping current genetic services and the development of projects to design, harmonize, validate and standardize genetic testing services and to integrate genetic services in primary care and prevention in these countries.
The GenTEE special issue will be dedicated to Rodney Harris CBE, Emeritus Professor of Medical Genetics, University of Manchester, formerly Chair of the Department of Medical Genetics, St Mary's Hospital Manchester, UK, on the occasion of his 80th birthday. Rodney Harris has been a pioneer in setting up an international network of senior clinical geneticists to investigate the structure, workloads and quality of genetic services in 31 European countries. His initiative for the Concerted Action on Genetic Services in Europe (CAGSE), funded by the European Commission in the early 90s, provided vital data to encourage medical genetic services consistent with the special needs of each country and to promote international co-operation (Harris 1997) . GenTEE stands in this tradition.
I hope that these special issues will also be of special interest to our readership. JOCG welcomes ideas from the community for other topics suitable for this format.
